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Commissioner's  Foreword 


Dear  Colleagues: 

The  Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  is  the  Commonwealth's  statewide 
testing  program  for  public  school  students,  developed  in  response  to  the  Education  Reform  Law  of 
1993.  MCAS  is  based  exclusively  on  the  rigorous  academic  learning  standards  contained  in  the 
Massachusetts  Curriculum  Frameworks.  These  Frameworks  and  the  MCAS  program  have  been 
developed  with  the  direct  and  active  involvement  of  educators  from  across  Massachusetts  and  with  the 
support  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Together,  the  Frameworks  and  MCAS  are  designed  to  raise  the 
academic  achievement  of  all  students  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  purpose  of  this  document  is  to  share  with  educators  and  the  public  all  of  the  test  items  on  which 
student  results  are  based.  The  release  of  these  items  provides  considerable  information  regarding  the 
kinds  of  knowledge  and  skills  that  students  are  expected  to  demonstrate  on  the  MCAS  tests  to  earn  the 
high  school  competency  determination.  Local  educators  are  encouraged  to  use  this  document  together 
with  their  school's  Test  Item  Analysis  Reports  to  identify  strengths  and  weaknesses  in  curriculum  and 
instruction,  and  to  guide  the  changes  necessary  to  more  effectively  serve  students. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  as  we  work  together  to  strengthen  education  for  our  students  in 
Massachusetts. 


Sincerely, 


David  P.  Driscoll 


Document  Purpose  and  Structure 


Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  document  is  to  share  with  educators  and  the  public  the  test  items  from  the 
December  2001  Grade  10  Retests.  All  test  items  administered  during  the  December  Retests  were 
common  test  items. 

Release  of  these  items  is  intended  to  provide  additional  information  regarding  the  kinds  of  knowledge 
and  skills  that  students  are  expected  to  demonstrate  on  MCAS  in  order  to  meet  the  high  school 
competency  determination.  Local  educators  will  be  able  to  use  this  information  to  identify  strengths 
and  weaknesses  in  their  curriculum  and  instruction,  and  to  guide  the  changes  necessary  to  more 
effectively  meet  their  students'  needs. 

This  document  is  also  intended  to  be  used  by  school  and  district  personnel  as  a  companion  document 
to  the  Test  Item  Analysis  Reports.  Each  school  receives  a  December  Retest  Test  Item  Analysis  Report 
for  English  Language  Arts  and  Mathematics.  These  reports  provide  data  generated  from  student 
responses.  Each  report  lists,  for  the  school  receiving  the  report,  the  names  of  all  enrolled  students  in 
that  grade,  and  shows  how  each  student  answered  each  item  in  that  content  area.  The  report  identifies 
each  item  as  multiple-choice,  open-response,  short-answer,  or  a  writing  prompt,  and  identifies  the 
item's  MCAS  reporting  category.  Item  numbers  in  this  document  correlate  directly  to  the  "Item 
Numbers"  in  the  Test  Item  Analysis  Reports. 

This  document  lists  the  MCAS  reporting  category  for  each  item  as  it  is  referenced  in  that  content 
area' s  Test  Item  Analysis  Report. 

Structure 

The  test  questions  from  the  December  Retests  are  released  by  the  Department  in  four  separate 
documents: 

•  Release  of  Fall  2001  Test  Items:  English  Language  Arts  Composition,  Grade  10  Retest 
(2002) 

•  Release  of  Fall  2001  Test  Items:  English  Language  Arts  Sessions  1  &  2,  Grade  10  Retest 
(2002) 

•  Release  of  Fall  2001  Test  Items:  English  Language  Arts  Session  3,  Grade  10  Retest 
(2002) 

•  Release  of  Fall  2001  Test  Items:  Mathematics,  Grade  10  Retest  (2002) 


The  subsequent  section  of  each  document  contains  information  pertaining  to  the  content  area  tested. 

The  last  page  in  each  document  lists  the  Massachusetts  Curriculum  Framework  learning  standards  that 
are  assessed  by  MCAS  in  that  content  area.  Also,  the  last  page  identifies  the  MCAS  reporting 
categories  under  which  test  results  in  that  content  area  are  reported  to  schools  and  districts.  Correct 
answers  for  all  multiple-choice  and  short-answer  questions  are  indicated  on  this  page.  Scoring  rubrics 
for  open-response  questions  will  be  posted  to  the  Department's  website  later  this  winter. 

Responses  to  open-response  items  and  compositions  written  in  response  to  writing  prompts  are  scored 
individually.  An  overview  of  procedures  for  scoring  these  responses  and  compositions  is  presented  in 
the  MCAS  fact  sheet,  "Facts  on  Scoring  of  Student  Answers  to  Open-Response  Questions  and  Writing 
Prompts,"  which  is  available  on  the  Department's  Internet  site  at  www.doe.mass.edu/mcas.  Scoring 
procedures  are  also  explained  further  in  the  MCAS  document,  Guide  to  Interpreting  the  2001  MCAS 
Reports  for  Schools  and  Districts. 


Materials  in  this  document  are  shown  in  the  same  order  in  which  they  were  presented  in  test  booklets. 
The  heading  for  each  group  of  items  indicates  the  test  session  within  which  those  items  appeared  in 
the  Test  Booklets.  Directions  in  this  document  are  shown  as  they  were  presented  in  the  Test  Booklets. 
Page  numbers  in  this  document  indicate  the  page  numbers  as  they  appeared  in  the  Test  Booklets. 

Materials  are  not  formatted  exactly  as  they  appeared  in  Student  Test  Booklets.  For  instance,  in  order 
to  present  items  most  efficiently  in  this  document,  the  following  modifications  have  been  made: 

•  Some  fonts  and/or  font  sizes  have  been  changed  and/or  reduced. 

•  Some  graphics  have  been  reduced  in  size  from  their  appearance  in  Student  Test  Booklets; 
however,  they  maintain  the  same  proportions  in  each  case. 

Copies  of  the  December  Retest  Mathematics  Reference  Sheets  used  by  students  during  MCAS 
Mathematics  test  sessions  are  provided  in  the  following  document: 

•  Release  of  Fall  2001  Test  Items:  Mathematics,  Grade  10  Retest  (2002) 


Grade  10  MCAS  English  Language  Arts  Test 

Test  Structure 
Item  Types 

The  MCAS  Grade  10  English  Language  Arts  test  was  presented  in  two  parts: 

•  the  ELA  Composition  test,  which  assessed  learning  standards  from  the  Framework's 
Composition  strand  through  a  writing  prompt 

•  the  ELA  Language  and  Literature  test,  which  assessed  learning  standards  4  through  17  of  the 
Framework' s  Language  and  Literature  strands,  and  included  multiple-choice  and  open- 
response  questions  (items) 


ELA  Composition 

The  Composition  portion  of  the  grade  10  MCAS  English  Language  Arts  test  assessed  students'  skill  at 
literary  analysis,  using  their  knowledge  of  literary  elements,  themes,  and  structures  to  analyze  an 
excerpt  from  a  literary  text.  The  test  was  structured  to  include  some  of  the  key  elements  of  the  writing 
process:  drafting,  revising,  and  finalizing. 

Test  Sessions 

MCAS  ELA  Composition  Student  Test  Booklets  included  2  separate  test  sessions,  administered  on  the 
same  day  with  a  short  break  between  sessions.  During  the  first  session,  each  student  wrote  a  first  draft 
of  a  composition  in  response  to  the  following  writing  prompt.  During  the  second  session,  each  student 
revised  his/her  first  draft  and  submitted  his/her  second  draft  for  scoring. 

Reference  Materials  and  Tools 

At  least  one  dictionary  per  classroom  was  provided  for  student  use  during  ELA  Composition  test 
sessions.  No  other  reference  materials  were  allowed  during  ELA  Composition  test  sessions,  with  the 
exception  of  bilingual  word-to-word  dictionaries  used  by  LEP  students. 

Cross-Reference  Information 

The  last  page  of  Release  of  Fall  2001  Test  Items:  English  Language  Arts  Composition,  Grade  10 
Retest  (2002)  indicates  this  item's  MCAS  reporting  category  and  which  Framework  learning 
standards  it  assesses. 


English  Language  Arts 

Composition:  Session  A 

You  may  use  a  dictionary  during  Session  A  and  Session  B. 
This  composition  component  consists  of  two  45-minute  sessions,  Session  A  and  Session  B. 

During  Session  A,  you  will  plan  your  composition  and  write  a  first  draft  in  this  test  booklet.  Be  sure  to 

•  plan  what  you  are  going  to  write  (make  notes,  outlines,  or  use  other  pre-writing  activities),  and 

•  write  a  first  draft  in  the  space  provided  on  pages  4-7  of  this  test  booklet.  This  first  draft  will 
not  be  scored. 

During  Session  B,  you  will  revise  your  draft  if  necessary.  Then  you  will  write  your  final  composition  in 
the  English  Language  Arts  Composition/Language  and  Literature  Combined  Answer  Booklet.  During 
Session  B,  be  sure  to 

•  review  and  revise  your  first  draft,  and 

•  write  your  final  composition  in  the  English  Language  Arts  Composition/Language  and 
Literature  Combined  Answer  Booklet;  only  your  final  composition  will  be  scored. 

Use  the  scoring  information  below  to  help  you  review  and  revise  your  first  draft. 


Scoring  Information 

Your  composition  will  be  given  two  scores.  One  score  will  be  for 
idea/topic  development  and  one  score  will  be  for  use  of  standard  English 
conventions. 

Score  1  -  Idea/topic  development 

Make  sure  your  composition  has 

•  a  clear  focus, 

•  logically  related  ideas  to  develop  the  topic, 

•  appropriate  organization, 

•  enough  supporting  detail,  and 

•  effective  use  of  language. 

Score  2  -  Standard  English  conventions 

As  you  produce  your  final  composition,  check  for  correct 

•  sentence  structure, 

•  grammar  and  usage,  and 

•  capitalization,  punctuation,  and  spelling. 


WRITING  ASSIGNMENT 

In  literature  as  in  life,  courage  is  important. 

From  a  work  of  literature  you  have  read  in  or  out  of  school,  select  a  character  who  is  courageous.  In  a 
well-developed  composition,  identify  that  character  and  explain  how  that  character's  courage  is 
important  to  the  work  of  literature. 


DRAFT 


You  have  a  total  of  four  pages  on  which  to  write  your  draft  composition.  Please  begin  here. 


DRAFT 


DRAFT 


You  have  reached  the  end  of  Session  A.  Session  B  will  begin  after  a  short  break.  You  will  write  your  final 
composition  in  the  English  Language  Arts  Compostion/Language  and  Literature  Combined  Answer  Booklet  during 
Session  B. 


Information  on  Released  Items: 
Reporting  Category,  Learning  Standard,  and  Correct  Answer 

Grade  10  English  Language  Arts 

Composition 

December  2001  Retest 


Item  No. 

Page  No. 

Reporting  Category 

Learning  Standard 

Correct  Answer 

(MC/SA)* 

Writing 
Prompt 

3 

Composition 

19,  20,  21,  22 

*  Answers  are  provided  here  for  multiple-choice  and  short-answer  items  only. 
Scoring  rubrics  for  open-response  items  will  be  posted  to  the  Department's 
website  later  this  winter. 
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